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1 Introduction 
This document responds to comments received on the Waiakea-Palai Streams Draft Feasibility Report and 
Integrated Environmental Assessment (FR/EA) by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps). The 
documents were available for public review at the Hilo Public Library beginning on May 23, 2019 and also 
posted on the following website: http://oeqc2.doh.hawaii.gov/EA_EIS_Library/2019-06-23-HA-DEA-
Waiakea-Palai-Streams-Flood-Control.pdf. The official public comment period was from June 23, 2019 
through July 23, 2019.  Comments were received in writing through letters and electronic mail.  A total of 
12 comment submittals were received and are enclosed; and include comments from two public meetings 
and the official public review period. 

2 Public Meetings 
There were three public meetings outside of the public review period.  The first meeting occurred on April 
30, 2019 with the impacted homeowners in the project area.  The second meeting occurred on May 21, 
2019 with the entire community of Hilo invited to hear the Corp’s recommendation for flood risk 
management in the Waiakea Palai project area.  This meeting was well attended and generated most of 
the comments in Appendix F.  The final meeting occurred September 12, 2019 after the public and Agency 
review periods were complete and the updates to the recommended plan was presented to the 
community.  It was at this meeting that the recommended plan without Ainalako Diversion was presented 
to the community as a result of a change in conditions, public comments, and collaboration with the 
County of Hawaii.  A second 30 day public review period was determined unnecessary due to the overall 
impacts of the change being less than the originally presented plan.   

3 Document Organization and List of Commenters 
This document contains copies of comments received during the comment period followed by the Corps’ 
responses to those comments. A total of 12 comment submittals were received on the Draft FR/EA, 
including comments from a public information session held on April 30, 2019, email submittals, and 
letters. Each comment submittal was given a comment identification code. Each comment submittal is 
listed below in Table 1. 

Table 1: Public Comment Submittals received on the Waiakea-Palai CAP Section 205 Project 

Comment 
Identification 

Date on 
Letter/Email 

Commenter Organization/Affiliation 

1 April 30, 2019 Joyce Anderson Landowner 

2 April 30, 2019 Shugeng Cao  University of Hawaii, Hilo 

3 April 30, 2019 Steve Correia Property Owner 

4 April 30, 2019 Harvey Llantero Property Owner 

http://oeqc2.doh.hawaii.gov/EA_EIS_Library/2019-06-23-HA-DEA-Waiakea-Palai-Streams-Flood-Control.pdf
http://oeqc2.doh.hawaii.gov/EA_EIS_Library/2019-06-23-HA-DEA-Waiakea-Palai-Streams-Flood-Control.pdf
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5 April 30, 2019 Leila and Jeremy Spain N/A 

6 April 30, 2019 Robert Williams Waiakea Fairways 

7 April 30, 2019 Alex Way-Wong Homeowner 

8 April 30, 2019 Malar Yip N/A 

9 May 2, 2019 Clyde Nagata Local Resident 

10 May 22, 2019 Clyde Miyamura Clyde’s Realty 

11 May 28, 2019 Dennis Onishi N/A 

12 July 1, 2019 Patsy Matsuo Local Resident 
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4 Individual Comments and Responses 

 Comment 1 – Joyce Anderson – Landowner 

 

4.1.1 Response to Comment 1 

Landowner willingness is a key component of this flood risk management project. Based on feedback from 
landowners during public review of the Draft Feasibility Report/Environmental Assessment, the Ainalako 
Diversion project has been removed from the recommended plan. 

Landowner outreach will continue during the Design and Implementation phase of the project. During this 
phase, the Corps and County will continue to work to refine the project designs in coordination with 
landowners and stakeholders. If there are landowners who are unwilling to negotiate with the study 
sponsor to provide necessary property, individual project sites will be modified and/or removed from the 
proposed flood risk management plan. 
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 Comment 2 – Shugeng Cao – University of Hawaii, Hilo 

 

4.2.1 Response to Comment 2 

During the Design and Implementation phase, additional hydrology and hydraulic modeling will further 
evaluate how the recommend plan interacts with local flood channels. Based on updated modeling, 
project features may be refined to minimize any impacts from induced flooding. 
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 Comment 3 – Steve Correia – Property Owner 
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4.3.1 Response to Comment E3 

This comment has been provided to the County for local coordination and follow-up. 

 Comment 4 – Harvey Llantero – Property Owner 

 

 

4.4.1 Response to Comment 4 

During the Design and Implementation phase, additional hydrology and hydraulic modeling will further 
evaluate how the recommend plan interacts with local flood channels. Based on updated modeling, 
project features may be refined to minimize any impacts from induced flooding. In addition, landowner 
outreach will continue during the Design and Implementation phase of the project. During this phase, the 
Corps and County will continue to work to refine the project designs in coordination with landowners and 
stakeholders. If there are landowners who are unwilling to negotiate with the study sponsor to provide 
necessary property, individual project sites will be modified and/or removed from the proposed flood risk 
management plan. 
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 Comment Letter 5 – Leila and Jeremy Spain 

 

4.5.1 Response to Comment 5 

Thank you for your comment. Your contact information has been added to the project’s distribution and 
contact list. Landowner outreach will continue during the Design and Implementation phase of the 
project. During this phase, the Corps and County will continue to work to refine the project designs in 
coordination with landowners and stakeholders.  
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 Comment 6 – Robert Williams – Waiakea Fairways 

 

4.6.1 Response to Comment 6 

During the Design and Implementation phase, additional hydrology and hydraulic modeling will further 
evaluate how the recommend plan interacts with local flood channels. Based on updated modeling, 
project features may be refined to minimize any impacts from induced flooding. 
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 Comment 7 – Alex Way-Wong – Homeowner 

 

4.7.1 Response to Comment 7 

Thank you for your comment. Landowner outreach will continue during the Design and Implementation 
phase of the project. During this phase, the Corps and County will continue to work to refine the project 
designs in coordination with landowners and stakeholders. If there are landowners who are unwilling to 
negotiate with the study sponsor to provide necessary property, individual project sites will be modified 
and/or removed from the proposed flood risk management plan. 

 Comment 8 – Malar Yip 
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4.8.1 Response to Comment 8 

During the Design and Implementation phase, additional hydrology and hydraulic modeling will further 
evaluate how the recommend plan impacts individual properties/parcels. Based on updated modeling, 
project features may be refined to minimize any impacts from induced flooding. 

 Comment 9 – Clyde Nagata – Local Resident 
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4.9.1 Response to Comment 9 

Responses to this comment are contained in the email communications presented above. Ultimately, 
based on feedback from landowners during public review of the Draft Feasibility Report/Environmental 
Assessment, the Ainalako Diversion project has been removed from the recommended plan. Evaluations 
of flood risk management problems and opportunities on Four Mile Creek may occur under a separate 
study. 
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 Comment 10 – Clyde Miyamura – Clyde’s Realty 
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4.10.1 Response to Comment 10 

Hydraulic modeling included blocked obstructions and partial bridge blockages to represent the 
accumulation of stream bed material under bridges that were observed during past site visits. During the 
Design and Implementation phase, additional hydrology and hydraulic modeling will further evaluate how 
the recommend plan interacts with local flood channels, bridges, etc. Based on updated modeling, project 
features may be refined to minimize any impacts from induced flooding. 

The Corps recommends further coordination with the County and FEMA to discuss flood zoning. 
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 Comment 11 – Dennis Onishi 

 

 

4.11.1 Response to Comment 11 

Based on feedback from landowners during public review of the Draft Feasibility Report/Environmental 
Assessment, the Ainalako Diversion project has been removed from the recommended plan. Vegetation 
removal on Four Mile Creek near the Kanoelehua Avenue bridge will not be included as part of the Federal 
(Corps) project. Vegetation management in other areas is being coordinated with the County of Hawaii.  

During the Design and Implementation phase, additional hydrology and hydraulic modeling will further 
evaluate how the recommend plan interacts with local flood channels. Based on updated modeling, 
project features may be refined to minimize any impacts from induced flooding. 
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 Comment 12 – Patsy M. Matsuo – Local Resident 
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4.12.1 Response to Comment 12 

Based on feedback from landowners during public review of the Draft Feasibility Report/Environmental 
Assessment, the Ainalako Diversion project has been removed from the recommended plan. 
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