» Public Notice

US Army C(_)rp_s of Engineers Of Avai Ia bi I ity Of
BUILDING STRONGe Environmental
Assessment for

Review

Civil and Public Works Branch Public Notice Date: AUgUSt 23, 2023
230 Otake Street. 3™ Floor Expiration Date: September 25, 2023 (30 days)
Fort Shafter. Hawaii 96858-5440 Corps Project: Hale‘iwa Small Boat Harbor

Maintenance Dredging and Beach Restoration

Interested parties are hereby notified that the Honolulu District, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) has prepared a draft Environmental Assessment (EA) to assess the
significance of the potential impacts of the proposed Hale‘iwa Small Boat Harbor
Maintenance Dredging and Beach Restoration Project on the quality of the human
environment in accordance with the Council on Environmental Quality’s National
Environmental Policy Act Implementing Regulations at 40 CFR Parts 1500 to1508, as
amended.

The Corps is proposing to beneficially use dredged material from the Hale‘iwa Small
Boat Harbor navigation channel, the State breakwater settling basin and an offshore
borrow area to restore the beach fronting the Hale'iwa Beach Shore Protection Project.
Beach restoration at this location would protect landside infrastructure at the Hale‘iwa
Beach Park. This project has been selected under the Corps’ Section 1122 Pilot
Program authorizing the Corps to investigate feasible beneficial use of dredged material
(BUDM) wherein the incremental costs above the Base Plan, i.e., maintenance dredging
of the harbor, for transporting and depositing such dredged material will be borne
entirely by the Federal Government. BUDM sourced from outside the federal project will
be cost-shared with the non-federal sponsor, the State of Hawai'i, represented by the
Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), Division of Boating and Ocean
Recreation (DOBOR).

With this notice, the Corps seeks to involve the public and solicit feedback on the
proposed pilot project in accordance with 33 CFR 230. Concurrent to involving the
public, the Corps will pursue interagency coordination of the proposed action.

ACTION AGENCY: Civil and Public Works Branch, Honolulu District, U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, 230 Otake Street, 3™ Floor, Fort Shafter, Hawai‘i 96858-5440.



LOCATION: Hale'iwa Small Boat Harbor and Hale‘iwa Beach Park, Waialua Bay,
Hale‘iwa, Island of O‘ahu, Hawai‘i

DESCRIPTION OF THE FEDERAL PROJECT: The Hale‘iwa Small Boat Harbor is
located at the mouth of the Anahulu River. The State of Hawai‘i constructed the outer
breakwater for the harbor in 1955. On March 26, 1964, the HSBH federal project
(referred to as, the Hale‘iwa Harbor for Light Draft Vessels) was constructed by the
Corps, under the authority of Section 107 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1960, as
amended. This project was completed in November 1966 and was the first joint federal-
state harbor constructed on O‘ahu. Improvements to the harbor were approved on
October 25, 1974, under the authority of Section 107 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of
1960, as amended. The current federal general navigation features at Hale‘iwa Small
Boat Harbor consist of an entrance channel (740 feet(ft) long, 100 to 120 ft wide, with
an authorized depth of -12 ft mean lower low water (MLLW)), a revetted mole (1,310 ft
long); a stub breakwater (80 ft long); and a wave absorber (140 ft long). Non-federal
project features include 64 berths, 26 moorings, 2 loading docks, and 3 ramps. The
non-federal sponsor for the harbor is the State DLNR-DOBOR.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION: The Recommended Plan consists of
BUDM maintenance dredged from the Hale‘iwa Small Boat Harbor federal navigation
channel down to -13 ft MLLW depth (1-foot deeper than the authorized depth, plus 1-
foot over-depth), and additional material dredged from the following non-federal
sources: a shoaling deposit within the harbor caused by a state-owned breakwater
(“state breakwater settling basin”), an offshore sand borrow area, and a barge access
zone. The Corps anticipates dredging from these four areas will yield 24,638 cubic
yards (cy) of dredged material, of which, 22,638 cy is expected to be suitable for
beneficial use. Dredged material from the harbor not suitable for beneficial use will
either be disposed of at the South O ‘ahu Ocean Dredged Material Site or an approved
upland disposal site. Dredged material that is deemed suitable for placement on the
beach, i.e., “beach-grade sand”, will be used to restore the beach fronting Hale‘iwa
Beach Park. To facilitate efficient transport and unloading of dredged material to the
beach, a barge access zone will be excavated along the north face of the root of the
southern groin of the Hale‘iwa Beach Shore Protection Project to a depth of -10 feet
MLLW. Material excavated to construct the barge access zone is beach sand and will
also be placed along the shoreline fronting Hale‘iwa Beach Park.

ALTERNATIVES: Several iterations of alternatives were formulated to identify the
proposed BUDM alternative, the Recommended Plan (Alternative 4) that provides the
most effective shoreline protection benefits. The Corps considered impacts of the
proposed action in comparison to the No Action Alternative (Alternative 1) and the No
BUDM Alternative (Alternative 1A). Alternatives 2, 2a, and 3 are smaller BUDM
alternatives of lesser volume placed at the shoreline fronting Haleiwa Beach Park. The
Recommended Plan is a compilation of Alternatives 2, 2a, and 3.



NEPA COMPLIANCE: In December 2020, the Corps released a draft EA to solicit
public and agency comment on the Recommended Plan, Alternative 4. Based on public
comment on the December 2020 Draft EA and Corps legal review, the Corps has
augmented its analysis of environmental effects related to the maintenance dredging of
the harbor and non-BUDM dredged material disposal alternatives; provided clarification
to the No Action Alternative; and developed analysis for the No BUDM Alternative. The
augmented environmental analysis constitutes this second draft EA to be released to
solicit public and agency comment on the proposed action. Note, the Recommended
Plan and alternatives proposing BUDM activities at Hale‘iwa Beach have not changed
between the first and second draft EA. The Corps maintains its selection of Alternative 4
as the Recommended Plan and proposed action.

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE:

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

Pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended,
the Corps determined that the recommended plan may affect, but is not likely to
adversely affect ESA-listed species and designated critical habitat. The Corps consulted
both the National Marine Fisheries Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
has satisfied statutory requirements for the proposed federal action under Section 7 of
the ESA, as documented in this draft EA.

NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA),
as amended, the Corps determined a finding of No Historic Properties Affected and
received concurrence on this finding from the State Historic Preservation Division.
Based on input from the Malama Loko Ea Foundation, a consulted Native Hawaiian
Organization, the Corps modified the design of the proposed action to eliminate impacts
to the Loko Ea fishpond. The Corps has satisfied statutory requirements for the
proposed federal action under Section 106 of the NHPA, as documented in this draft
EA.

MAGNUSON STEVENS FISHERY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT ACT

Pursuant to Section 305(b)(2) of the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (MSA), the Corps determined that the recommended plan may
adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) and consulted the National Marine
Fisheries Service for Conservation Recommendations. The Corps has satisfied
statutory requirements of the proposed federal action under the EFH Provisions of the
MSA, as documented in this draft EA.

CLEAN WATER ACT SECTION 404(B)(1) COMPLIANCE

Pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), the Corps has completed a
Section 404(b)(1) analysis of the recommended plan and determined the recommended
plan is the Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative. The Corps has
satisfied statutory requirements of the proposed federal action under Section 404 of the
CWA, as documented in this draft EA.



CLEAN WATER ACT SECTION 401 COMPLIANCE:

Pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, the Corps will seek water quality
certification from the State Department of Health Clean Water Branch (DOH-CWB)
during the environmental permitting process of the pre-construction, engineering and
design (PED) phase. The Corps has satisfied statutory requirements of the proposed
federal action under Section 401 of the CWA for this feasibility phase, and a water
quality certification will be obtained from DOH-CWB prior to construction, as
documented in this draft EA.

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT ACT COMPLIANCE:

A determination of consistency with the Hawaii Coastal Zone Management (CZM)
program pursuant to the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 was made and
conditional concurrence from the State CZM Office was obtained. The Corps has
satisfied statutory requirements of the proposed federal action under Section 307(c) of
the CZM Act and will meet all conditions of the State CZM Office conditional
concurrence in the PED Phase, as documented in this draft EA.

AUTHORITY: This feasibility study is being conducted under authority of Section 1122
of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2016 (Public Law (PL) 114-322),
as amended. Section 1122 is a pilot program and, in general, provides that projects that
utilize dredged material from federal navigation projects that incur incremental costs
above the Base Plan for transporting and depositing such dredged material will be
borne entirely by the federal government. Additional cost sharing and funding
requirements apply to other components of the project. Please see the draft EA for a full
breakdown of the authority.

EVALUATION FACTORS: The federal planning objective, to contribute to national
economic development, is to be consistent with protecting the Nation’s environment,
pursuant to national environmental statutes, applicable executive orders, and other
Federal planning requirements. With respect to “protecting the Nation’s environment”,
the Corps has adopted the standard that it “is achieved when damage to the
environment is eliminated or avoided and important cultural and natural aspects of our
nation’s heritage are preserved”.

The decision whether to pursue the proposed action or any of the final array of
alternatives, including the no action alternative, will be made pursuant to the federal
planning objective. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and
utilization of important resources. The benefits, which reasonably may be expected to
accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments.

PUBLIC HEARING: Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider the proposed action.
Requests for public hearings must state clearly and concisely the reasons and rationale




for holding a public hearing. The District Engineer will then decide whether a hearing
should be held.

COMMENT AND REVIEW PERIOD: The Corps is soliciting comments on the draft EA
from the general public, federal, state and local agencies and officials, and other
interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of the proposed action
on the human environment. Any comments received will be acknowledged. Only those
comments received during the designated comment and review period will be
considered by the Corps in preparation of any final NEPA document. All comments
received will become a part of the administrative record.

The draft EA and appendices are available for download at the Honolulu District website
at https.//www.poh.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Civil-Works-Projects/Haleiwa-
Small-Boat-Harbor/

Comments on this public notice must be made in writing and submitted via conventional
mail or electronic mail (e-mail). Comments sent by conventional mail should include
your name, return mailing address, phone number, and reference to “Hale‘iwa Small
Boat Harbor Maintenance Dredging and Beach Restoration Project” and be sent to:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Honolulu District
ATTN: CEPOH-PPC (Hale‘iwa)

230 Otake Street, 3™ Floor

Fort Shafter, Hawaii 96858-5440

Comments sent by e-mail may be sent to CEPOH-Planning@usasce.army.mil. If using
email, you must include reference to “Hale‘iwa Small Boat Harbor Maintenance
Dredging and Beach Restoration Project” in the subject heading of the email and the
email should contain your name, mailing address and phone number. To be accepted,
e-mail comments must originate from the author’s e-mail account.

All comments, whether transmitted by conventional mail or e-mail, must be received by
our office by the close of business (5:00 pm Hawaii Standard Time) on September 25,
2023.

PUBLIC MEETING: No public meeting is scheduled at this time.

This public notice is issued by the Chief, Civil and Public Works Branch.



